HELPLANKA SPONSORSHIP
Become a sponsor of children with Helplanka
Sponsorship is a successful and proven way of helping children and communities in Sri Lanka. You can choose a specific child, school or community with us. Helplanka will then set up the sponsorship, arrange the contact and payments and provide you with regular feedback as to how your sponsorship will help children improve their lives.  

If you sponsor a child, or a school with Helplanka you can change the future of children who can help themselves obtain a better life through education and learning new skills. Your sponsorship can give children in Sri Lanka the opportunities they need to make the most of themselves- starting with the basics. Over time with your help these children can become healthy educated young people with the power to transform the communities in rural Sri Lanka where they live. 

Your sponsorship can help us help them Helplanka to:

1. Rebuild schools, train teachers, and provide text books to ensure children learn practical skills for their future.                                      
2. Train parents about the importance of hygiene and immunisation to give children protection from disease and a healthy start in life.

3. Provide counselling for trauma victims and bereaved children. 

4. Provide I.T. training and skills for children in rural areas.

5. Provide sports and education equipment for schools

6. Supply volunteers at chosen Helplanka projects and administer a gap year scheme. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. How much do I have to pay when I sponsor a child with Helplanka?

2. How does my sponsorship make a difference?

3. How do I pay Helplanka?

4. How long am I expected to remain a sponsor with Helplanka?

5. Will I be the only sponsor of a particular child with Helplanka?

6. Can I sponsor with friends or work colleagues?

7. Can my children write to my sponsored child?
8. Can I choose the child I sponsor?

1. How much do I have to pay when I sponsor a child with Helplanka?
As a guideline as there is no fixed amount, on average £12 a month per child (which is the equivalent of Rs 2000) can provide a decent education for children in Sri Lanka. Many sponsors give more, which means that Helplanka can reach more children in need especially after the Tsunami.
For only £2 a month you can help to sponsor a child to learn English language and enable them to acquire computer and IT skills.
For £3 a month your sponsorship can provide children with a chance to get a proper education and provide their school supplies.

For £5 a month Helplanka’s sponsorship scheme can provide educational resources such as school field trips

£10 a month can provide long term teacher training and skilled staff at rural schools.

2. How does my sponsorship make a difference? 
Helplanka aims to help children affected by the Tsunami in Sri Lanka in practical ways over the long term such as providing financial assistance with education.
We are concerned for the future and wellbeing of poor children and their communities in Sri Lanka. Your contributions enable us to implement community projects that help parents and communities provide for their children, by addressing their basic needs and by lifting themselves out of poverty.

As a sponsor with Helplanka, you can be confident that your contributions are spent improving the life of whole communities. We do not use your money to give out hand-outs to individual children and families.
Every single penny of your contribution goes towards making a project work. Helplanka does not retain any donations to pay for administration costs. When we build a school in a village we don’t just give the community the money or simply build the school. Your money pays for an education expert who knows the country, the field worker or Helplanka coordinator who helps the villagers plan the school they need, the bricks, the mortar, the school’s and books to train the teachers.
Projects like a school are not just for sponsored children. They are community projects; your sponsored child’s brothers, sisters and friends will also benefit, as well as parents. It is projects like these- child – focussed community projects that your sponsorship helps us implement.
As a sponsor you will receive an Annual Progress Report on the development of the child you sponsor, and regular reports from Sri Lanka so you will know how your money is being spent in your sponsored child’s community and how the village is benefiting. Our Trustees regularly visit Sri Lanka to set up projects for Helplanka and see for themselves how your donations and the projects themselves are working on the ground. We are not a large organisation and by concentrating on a few selected areas and working with carefully selected partners we are able to give you practical feedback and information. We have a comprehensive website that is regularly updated as well as Sinhala English and Tamil speakers and advisors and experts who can assist in ensuring our programmes and projects are appropriate, tailored to specific needs and researched and developed.
3. How do I pay?
 For a long term one year sponsorship of a child the best and most cost efficient way to support Helplanka is by Direct Debit. Provided that you have bank or building society account in the United Kingdom from which a direct debit Mandate can be set up we can automatically collect your donation on a monthly, quarterly or semi annual basis. 
You can also make your gift go further through a Gift Aid Declaration. This enables Helplanka to claim back from the Inland Revenue the tax that you will have paid on the money you donate- making your donations worth almost a third more at no extra cost to you. Completing a gift aid declaration does not affect your tax status. If you want to make a Gift Aid declaration simply tick the box when prompted on our on line form, give us a ring on: 0870 1128338 

 4. How long am I expected to remain a sponsor with Helplanka?
 Helplanka doesn’t stipulate a minimum period for individual child sponsorship. We hope though that you will want to be part of Helplanka’s long term plans for the children of Sri Lanka. Committed support for Helplankas projects allows us to achieve lasting results for children in Sri Lanka long after the rebuilding post –Tsunami. Every individual child sponsorship scheme is important to Helplanka however long or short it is. Ideally Helplanka wants to help children until the age of 18. Circumstances may change for the child or for you but Helplanka is very flexible about this. If you have any questions or concerns please contact us by telephone or e mail.
5. Will I be the only person sponsoring that particular child?

Yes.

To enable the individual child sponsorship scheme to have the maximum impact, benefit and reach each child who is sponsored is assigned an individual sponsor.

6. Can I sponsor a child with my friends or work colleagues?
Yes.

Helplanka has a school twinning programme which sponsors – several children. Sponsorship is a wonderful learning opportunity. If you decide to sponsor as part of a school, group or business, it is important that you provide us with a clear point of contact for all our and your sponsored child’s communications. Please see school twinning project on our website or request a school information pack.

7. Can my children write to my sponsored child? 

Yes.

We particularly recommend if you have children or grandchildren that you ask them to participate, exchange messages, postcards and photos with your sponsored child. Your sponsored child and your children will learn about each other’s culture, lives, games and school activities.

8. Can I choose my sponsored child? 

Some sponsors have a particular affliction with or you have visited Sri Lanka so would like their sponsored child to be from, or prefer to sponsor girls to boys. You can decide to sponsor a teenager and have an impact on their life.

We will try to accommodate all your requests. Alternatively you can leave that decision to us in which case we would choose for you a child who has been waiting for a sponsor the longest and we will send you their details. We do not select children for sponsors based on their appearance, race or religion – poverty does not discriminate so nor do we. 

