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PRESS RELEASE
For Immediate Release: 11/05/09 
Helplanka comes to the aid of a destitute rural family in Southern Sri Lanka
Responding to an appeal in the Daily Mirror Sri Lanka Helplanka - a  UK registered charity -   has come to the aid of  a  poor family in Rathgama who lost their home and all their possessions in a house fire. The 3  school going children were given clothes, shoes and books and the family were also given dry rations distributed by local  Helplanka coordinator- Lahiru De Silva -  himself a resident of Rathgama. The youngest child of the family is profoundly deaf and Helplanka will be making arrangements for her to be seen by an audiologist and will provide for her basic needs and a hearing aid.

Helplanka has appealed to donors to help raise the £500 required to repair the damaged home and has asked local Rathgama Pradeshiya Sabha to assist in possibly relocating the family if necessary.
Sam Goonetillake  Helplanka Chief Executive said: “ We were shocked to hear of this tragedy in a village where Helplanka has been actively assisting school children . We would like to help further once we can raise finances to cover the costs but we are committed to helping the 3 children in their studies longer term.”

Sam Goonetillake

Chief Executive 

Helplanka

07963 331138

E mail sam@helplanka.co.uk
ABOUT HELPLANKA
Helplanka is a charity (Reg no 1110306) which was formed in January 2005 to specifically help children affected by the tsunami. Chief Executive, Sam Goonetillake and the other Trustees, all Sri Lankan living in the UK, have sent aid to affected areas and have started a programme of educational assistance and rebuilding. 

For further information, please visit:  www.helplanka.co.uk
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